FRENCH  POLITICAL  THOUGHT
whose welfare all Socialist schemes ultimately centre ?1 Is it
possible on the other hand not to be a Socialist if one believes
that history and social life are really controlled by two factors
—the distribution of property and the system controlling pro-
duction, thus making of politics a handmaid of economics?
Can one not be a Socialist and believe that there is a funda-
mental clash between an industrial commercial society and a
society based on military glory? That idleness is a disgrace,
whereas " in a society where all work, order tends to prevail
automatically "?
It is impossible to separate from the material welfare of
the worker the problem of the moral welfare of mankind as
a whole. Saint-Simon is in many ways the perfect type of the
religious atheist, of the man who, without any belief in the
reality of the non-visible world, nevertheless felt such a belief,
or at least the desire for such a belief, to be an ineradicable
need of society and of himself, and further, that the nature of
such a belief must be a vital factor in the nature of society,
whether past, present or future.
Given that point of view, the break-up of Catholicism by the
Reformation was a disaster. Not that he believed in Catholic
dogma, for it had now become " a direct bar to the progress of
civilization " ; but Catholicism meant order and unity, and the
whole of Europe suffered from the Reformation, particularly
those countries which adopted Protestantism: Lutheranism
proved to be the greatest of all obstacles to the spread of
enlightenment, for it was in direct contradiction to physical
science.2 As to England, by adopting a national religion she
developed an ardent selfish patriotism; and she will end by
dominating Europe if she cannot be forced back to the
adoption of some common general institution ; if not a Church,
something of the same order.
1	Cf, Jullien, Saint-Simon et le Socialismc, p. 118. 3VL Jullien answers the
above question negatively. Note, however, Saint-Simon*s own declaration:
" Le resume* des travaux de toute ma vie, c'est de donncr & tons les membres
de la societ^ la plus grande latitude pour le developpement de leurs faculteV'
2	Exposition de la Doctrine (ed, by Bougie and HaMvy, 1925, pp. 195-200,
430).
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